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argued that since private judgment was the
essence of Protestantism, each congregation must
be left free to believe and affirm what it chose;
but the fact that there was this internal quarrel
between the complete Calvinist Protestant and
the more general Calvinist spirit of those who
would not accept the organization of the Cal-
vinist Church must not blind us to the essential
Calvinism of the whole characteristically Protes-
tant movement. Cromwell himself was an excel-
lent example of this. He actually disliked the
idea of a strict Presbyterian Church; he fought
it not only with arguments but with armies.
His own particular group called themselves
" Independents/' in order to emphasize their
attitude. They would have nothing to do with
what the Scotch call " The Kirk "; they proved
this when it was attempted to impose Presby-
terianism on England after the Scotch alliance
which the English Revolutionary Party had
formed in order to fight the King.
Yet, although he thus opposed the " Kirk,"
no one was more thorough-going in his Calvinist
philosophy than Cromwell, no one went through
a more violent personal " conversion," no one
was more eager to assert " the indefectibility
of the saints," that is, the Calvinist doctrine
that those who had once felt " conversion**
were ever after secure of salvation and could